Scheduling Support System for Academic Conferences
Based on Interpersonal Networks

® Background ® Approach

To activate discussion in academic conferences and promote communication We proposed the system which adopted a "person as content” strategy.
among participants, it is important for participants to find interesting presenta- It means that persons are information sources; it treats persons as infor-
tions and to know what kinds of people participate and which participants mation nodes that are accessible to other users. These nodes are con-
share similar concerns. However, it is hard for a user to learn such informa- nected through interpersonal network based on their own relationships.
tion from a large amount of information on presentation and participants.
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Key Features

® Based on online timetable of conference

e Users can make a personal schedule and
an interpersonal network

® Users can share private finromation with
simple access control based on interperso-
nal networks

o The System recommends persons and pa-
pers to users using links which user added

user's papers of this conD

persons whom user knows
or is known by

Jan.n wmamrer

® Experiments
Results of Know-link Networks

® The system was used by 276 users. 160 users of them
added 1840 Check-links and 99 users of them added
840 Know-links.

® There are two types of interpersonal networks. on the
system. One is coauthor networks which is generated
from relations among joint authors.And the other is
know-links networks.

e Know-links network has a tendency of small-world
network and function as a connector for coauthor net-
works

We applied this system to the
academic conference called
JSAI2003 (Japaneses domes-
tic conf. for Al)

JSAI2004
o date: 2003/5/30-6/4

e place: Niigata, JAPAN
e participants: 457

e sessions: 35

e papers: 256

o authors: 514
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