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Abstract  This paper presents a distributed cooperative system, which integrates MIDI and LAN. This
system allows the users to play an ensemble with computer support. Because of the integration of MIDI and
LAN, various kinds of support are obtained by exploiting existing computers without special MIDI materials.
For example, the users may play a remote session through a wide area network. They also may see visualized
information of other users’ play, and computer graphics reacting to the play. This paper also shows RMCP
(Remote Music Control Protocol), which is an extension of MIDI protocol; it supports broadcasting, for
example. This system was implemented on workstations connected to Ethernet. In our experience, 3 users

were actually able to play an ensemble.
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