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AIST Humming Database: Music Database for Singing Research

Masataka Goto Takuichi Nishimura

National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST)
Information Technology Research Institute, AIST, 1-1-1 Umezono. Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8568, Japan

Abstract  This paper describes the design policy and specifications of the AIST Humming Database (AIST-HDB),
a music database that was built for singing and humming research. With the RWC Music Database (RWC-MDB),
which has already been widely used, researchers can use copyright-cleared musical pieces for research. There has,
however. been no large sound database that includes singing voices by many subjects who are not familiar with test
pieces. The AIST-HDB was therefore built to record voices when each of 100 subjects sings 100 excerpts from 50
songs of the RWC-MDB after listening to each excerpt both once and five times. We made 125.9-hour recordings of

various humming (singing without lyrics). singing, and reading voices.
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